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NIES lidar network and outlook for global aerosol lidar observation network
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Abstract

A network of Mie-scattering lidars for observing Asian dust and aerosols has been formed by NIES in
cooperation with other research institutes and universities. Currently, the lidars are operated continuously at
about 15 locations in Japan, Korea, China and Thailand. The major purposes of the network are Asian dust
monitoring and the observations for atmospheric radiation studies in SKYNET. The data products were
defined for these applications, and a real-time data processing system was developed. On the other hand, a
global network combining the existing lidar networks in the world is being planned as the contributing
stations for WMO Global Atmosphere Watch (GAW).
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